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After the unification process of 1918, in the former
Hungarian State schools Romanian language was
introduced as a teaching language. Consequently, the
Hungarian as a teaching language was solely pre-
served in the vocational schools. The governments
showed little understanding toward the minorities’
vocational schools, aiming rather at the unification of
the scholar system. The Roman Catholic Church
sustained and administrated hundreds of elementary
and secondary schools, many of them having a multi-
secular history. Based on the documents from the
churches’ archives, this study presents the efforts of
the Roman Catholic Church to preserve and maintain
all these schools.

Up to 1918, the institutions of the Roman Catholic
Church in Transylvania had maintained a dominant po-
sition, with the overwhelming majority of the Hungar-
ians in the Austro-Hungarian Empire members of this
church. Moreover, although the separation between
State and Church had been operated following the con-
frontations of the 1890s, the Church continued to exert
its influence over society and culture, especially at the
educational level. Not surprisingly, considering the
overall political atmosphere inside the Monarchy, the
church institutions played a tremendous role in the
Transylvanian society. The state tried through all means
to enlarge and expand the networks of schools under
its direct control and sustenance. Nevertheless, the de-
nominational education in the province succeeded in
securing an influential and patronising position in most
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activities. During the latter part of the dualist period, the
state administered as little as 30% of the overall number
of the primary and secondary schools in Transylvania.

As for the organisation of the system, no radical
changes had occurred. The old structures of the Roman
Catholic Church had been preserved. However, before
the union of Transylvania with Romania, many parishes
belonging to the dioceses of Satu-Mare and Oradea
were included in Hungary in consequence of the new
frontier lines and the subsequent application of the
“aeque principaliter” principle - two dioceses governed
by one bishop. The same principle had also introduced
the administration of a diocese by a non-resident
bishop. A similar situation could be found in the dio-
cese of Cenad. Here, however, no change in the struc-
ture of the diocese was operated, unless we count as
one the change of name from the Cenad diocese to the
Timisoara diocese, prompted by the fact that between
the World Wars the name used had been that of the lat-
ter.

As mentioned before, the Roman Catholic Church
was one of the most important historical denomina-
tions in Transylvania, with a particular status within the
social and economic relations in the region. It main-
tained an important school network, which in the Ciuc
area was exclusive. Moreover, the Roman Catholic
Church also patronised a wide range of secondary
schools, all of them centuries old. In the beginning, the
Roman Catholic Church took upon itself to catechise
and educate the younger generation." These were the
fundamental objectives of the activities carried out by

JSRI e No.3/Winter 2002

its parishioners. The role of catechisation was to inte-
grate the teaching and moralising strength of the Bible
into the life and culture of the people. It was only logi-
cal, then, that the educational role of the church was
performed by schools — #e place to assimilate culture.
It is precisely through this activity that the Roman
Catholic Church played an important social and cultural
role in the historical evolution of Transylvania.?

Following the Union of 1918, which among others
granted the Romanians in Transylvania the right to self-
determination, both the situation and the status of the
Roman Catholic Church changed radically. The parish-
ioners were mostly Hungarians and partly, Swabians.
They too had undergone radical demographic changes.
Prior to 1918, the Hungarian population was the domi-
nant ethnicity and enjoyed the full co-operation of the
state authorities, whereas after the formation of the Ro-
manian State, they became the minority. At denomina-
tional level, the Roman Catholic Church held the domi-
nant position in the former Hapsburg Empire, with the
vast majority of the inhabitants being Roman Catholic.
Then, it became just another church among a group of
more within the Romanian State, functioning alongside
the dominant Orthodox Church and the privileged
Grecek Catholic Church of the majority.’

The Roman Catholic Church examined the emerg-
ing situation and soon designed new tasks for the given
conditions. Preserving and developing its network of
schools and other educational institutions became a pri-
ority. This is how bishop Marton Aron underlined the
responsibilities of his generation: “We have a special
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duty bestowing upon us a heavy responsibility. Yet, fu-
ture will give the measure of our actions and judge us
by the values we have created and developed in the
process of fulfilling our present mission. We are the ar-
tisans of our own destiny, and we can expect nothing
from life but what we achieve through consistent, hard
work. We have to discard our indolence (...) we have
to exist in order to shape a generation that should meet
the requirements of our times...”*

The activity in the educational field of the Roman
Catholic Church and of other denominations was di-
rectly determined by the changes occurring in the social
and political life of the Romanian society. Throughout
the period between the World Wars, especially in the
first decade, the efforts of the Romanian State were di-
rected towards the unification of the economic, legisla-
tive and cultural spheres. The Romanian political par-
ties envisioned different manners of accomplishing and
promoting these goals. The phenomenon translated
into a climate of instability in the political life of the
country, the arena of confrontation for two important
parties: the National Liberal Party (NLP) and the Na-
tional Peasant Party (NPP). The impact was notable in
the activity of the Roman Catholic Church, too. It was
best illustrated in the approach to the minority prob-
lem: the NLP adopted a unifying centralising politics,
whereas the NPP advocated a regional-oriented poli-
tics.

The Romanian public opinion also reflected the two
parties’ conflicting ideologies on the minority issue. An
expert in the epoch’s history and ideologies asserted
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that the policy generated dissatisfactions among the mi-
norities, even in such matters as the choice of terminol-
ogy, as was the case of the term “foreigners”, deemed
derogative.’

From the start, the liberals had declared Romania
an indivisible national state, definitely not multilingual,
which, in accordance with the universal liberal doctrine,
provided the equality of freedom and rights for all citi-
zens. Therefore, the liberals considered that at the very
foundation of democracy and of a full-fledged state lay
the individual rather than collective rights.® The NPP’s
tenet endorsed a distinct approach to the issue of mi-
norities, but deemed it unnecessary to promote specific
minority policies in Romania. Thus, the idea that there
was no minority issue in Romania became a generalised
viewpoint. Naturally, the apolitical Romanian society
had readily embraced the idea.”

After the Union, Romania underwent a process of
“building the nation”, that is, the genuine process of
unifying the state.® Referring to the diverging opinions
surrounding the national processes, Istvan Bibo said:
“The national frame in Eastern Europe was something
to work on and rehabilitate, something to achieve and
permanently defend not just against the existing dynas-
tic state, but also against the partial popular indifference
colluding with a wavering national consciousness. This
situation generates the dominant feature of the unbal-
anced political spirituality of Central and Fastern Eu-
rope: apprehensions about the existence of the commu-
nity”.” Thus, the building of a nation occurs within the
frame of an existing state'’, and according to Bibo’s
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thesis the setting up of democracy is hesitant in the
East European states because of these apprehensions.
As a result, nationalism is embraced by the entire soci-
ety. After the unification process, the Romanian gov-
erning political forces considered that the new frame
should undergo a radical, rapid and sustainable cohe-
sion. The need for a national elite was dramatically felt,
leading to an intercession by the state. Moreover, some
social categories immediately enjoyed advantages that
theretofore had counted as privileges for some ethnic
groups. Such changes affected especially the Hungar-
ians in Transylvania. The necessary adjustments made
within the government, the state administration and the
social and economic life were, eventually, reflected by
the relations between the several minorities and the ma-
jority. Yet, the official politics of the state was met with
sharp criticism. Traian Bratu, the dean of the University
of Iasi, renowned in the World Wars period for his
opinions on the status of minorities, stated that the
foundation for any state was equal rights for all citizens,
to be achieved only if all the citizens were loyal to the
state. This goal would only be ruined by hatred or by
granting privileges to some over others."" All speciality
literature dealing with the issue of nation and national-
ism emphasises that education and culture are para-
mount in the process of building a nation. The devel-
opment of the school network in order to create a new
elite was sustained by the state; in fact, this was part of
the cultural enterprise having for its main objective uni-
fication and the eradication of regionalism." This
policy also affected the activity of the Roman Catholic
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Church. However, as pointed out by an important ex-
pert in inter-ethnic relations, nationalism has never
been a major issue with the varied ethnic communities
in Transylvania, contrary to what the politicians have
purported.” The legislation concerning education and
the school system issued during the World Wars estab-
lished the course of development for the Roman-
Catholic denominational education under the auspices
of the Roman Catholic Church. As the schools were
the most effective tools for preserving national identity,
the topic ignited hot debates and led to conflicts of in-
terest. Miko Imre, one of the few specialists in minority
law stated: “Most important among the minority rights
is that regarding the schools for the citizens of ethnicity
other than Romanian. In the case of the minorities,
school is the agent that ensures the survival of the
mother tongue and culture, and instructs the younger
generations in the awareness of ethnicity. This is the
source of all the problems and arguments surrounding
the institutions of learning.”"*

On analysing the legislation pertaining to education,
one can easily observe that the main laws formulate the
general setting for the instruction of the minorities. By
1923, the Constitution of 1866 was still in effect, while
its provisions were expanded to include Transylvania.
Still, in this part of the country, the Directory Council
elaborated a full set of measures and regulations. This
eventually led to the enforcement of a particular variant
of the law. The Constitution of 1923 made general pre-
scriptions regarding the freedom of education, making
no reference to special measures concerning the minor-

118



ity educational system."” Paragraph 24 stipulates that
the right to education is provided for all the citizens of
Romania by law, unless it conflicts with ethics and pub-
lic order.’® Yet, the Constitution of 1938 does not safe-
guard unrestricted and equal access to education for the
minorities. Under the royal dictatorship, all of the laws
and regulations regarding the minorities were compiled
into The Status of Minorities."” Furthermore, minorities
could found schools under the more general law re-
garding private education. The Churches could lay the
foundation of private schools only by civil right.

In many respects, the Romanian legislative system,
as is the case of the minority’s right to education, was in
consonance with the international law system. Interna-
tional law included the principle by which providing
education in the mother tongue is #be way to preserve
the minority’s national specificity, language and religion.
This principle was also promoted by the Treaty on Mi-
norities, sighed by Romania on December 9, 1919 in
Paris. The treaty safeguards the right to teach and learn
in the mother tongue, as well as the setting up and ad-
ministration of institutions of education and culture,
and the unrestricted use of the mother tongue.'”® How-
ever, the treaty did not endorse any special rights for
the private schools. The state had the right to supervise
and check such schools, whereas the minorities were
under the obligation to administrate them. It was also
the duty of the state to subsidise these schools. The
treaty on minorities admitted as absolute the right to
teach and learn in the mother tongue, that is, the treaty
needed no further approval by the State. Traian Bratu
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had underlined this feature of the treaty, maintaining
that to observe this legal document was mandatory for
Romania to be integrated among the ‘civilised” states of
Europe.

An international document playing an important
role in the activity of the denominational education was
the Concordat signed between the Romanian State and
Vatican. This document came in effect in July 1929,
and was paramount in settling the relations with the
Holy See. It is noteworthy that the first paragraph of
Article 19 stipulates that the Catholic Church has the
right to found and subsidise elementary and secondary
schools under the jurisdiction of a bishop, with the su-
petvision of the Ministry of Education."” The Concordat
also stipulated that the denominational schools under
the jurisdiction of a bishop had the right to choose the
language of teaching. The Concordat had brought hope
among the Catholics, in a country with a prevailingly
orthodox population.”

1924 was the year when the first laws were issued
regarding the minority education during the World
Wars. The Romanian government saw the necessity for
a merger of the educational system: the law regarding
the public elementary education and the grammar
schools. This law was paramount for the educational
system. As for the minority rights, the above-men-
tioned law laid down the principles to follow by the
laws to come.

The law extended to seven years the duration of el-
ementary education, emphasising its compulsive char-
acter. The law was also meant to eradicate the ditfer-
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ences of the four distinct educational systems. The ini-
tiator of the law himself — C. Anghelescu — admitted
that the goal of the law was to unify and harmonise the
educational system, but also to awaken national con-
sciousness.”’ As noticed by an obsetver, the Romanian
government officials were aware that public education
was the institutional component with a dramatic impact
on the fate of a nation, on its cultural and spiritual
growth.”

Under the law, the teaching language was Roma-
nian, and in the regions where the mother tongue of
the inhabitants was not Romanian, the Ministry of Edu-
cation set up schools in the corresponding languages.
Nevertheless, Romanian language was compulsory in
these institutions too. Hot debates were ignited by
some provisions of the law, such as Paragraph 8, which
stipulated that the Romanian citizens who did not
speak Romanian were under the obligation to enrol
their children in either public or private schools in the
Romanian language® . This had in view the Szeklers,
whom certain historians and linguists had misinter-
preted as not Hungarian, but rather Hungarian-made,
and who had taken up Hungarian for their mother
tongue. This phenomenon led to questioning the iden-
tity of an important part of the Hungarian inhabitants.
It was stated that names such as: Raduly, Szakacs,
Sztcs, Kurta, Farkas were of Romanian origin.

Fiery debates were prompted by Paragraph 159,
too, which stipulated that schoolteachers and other
school employees coming to teach from counties out-
side those newly united would benefit from a 50% rise
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in wage. In fact, the underlying issue was the founding
of the so-called cultural areas, which were decisive in
the process of re-structuring the educational system in
these territories.*

The coercive decision for the Hungarian commu-
nity to support the state schools had also generated
passionate debates, as the community had already had
trouble ensuring that the activity of the denominational
schools preserved their ethnic identity. The law of the
private schools, which had regulated the situation of a
large category of schools, did not acknowledge the spe-
cific and traditional character of the denominational
schools. They were considered private schools. Despite
a long series of debates and petitions submitted to the
United Nations while the law of December 22, 1925
was still in draft, the representatives of the minority
tailed to have the denominational schools nominated
and recognised under the law. Following negotiations
with minister C. Anghelescu, it was agreed that under
the provisions of the law the minority pupils can be en-
rolled in denominational schools — considered private
schools — or in schools set up by private people, in ad-
dition to enrolment in state schools. The negotiations
also stipulated that private schools must obtain a spe-
cial license to function from the Ministry of Public In-
struction. By law, these schools were under the direct
guidance and supervision of the Ministry. Another
stipulation that played an important role and influenced
the minority education provisioned that the pupils from
private schools must take their examinations in the
state schools. As regards the teaching language, the law
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specified it to be Romanian for the Romanian or Ro-
manian-born children, wheteas for the other ethnic
communities, the teaching language was the mother
tongue of those enrolled in private schools. The de-
nominational Catholic education suffered a great loss at
the hand of certain provisions of the law under which
the schools supported by monastic orders and congre-
gations must use Romanian as the teaching language,
with the result that many ceased to exist altogether.
Further difficulties arose when Geography and History
were taught in Romanian.

Private schools did not have the authority to issue
diplomas. There were cases where the Ministry con-
ferred the authority to the private schools, with the spe-
cific provision that no denominational school could se-
cure such status. The graduates of the Hungarian
denominational schools had to pass their examination
and obtain diplomas from the state schools. The law
concerning private schools authorised the grammar
schools set up before 1918, on condition that they ob-
serve the general norms imposed on private educa-
tion®.

It is noteworthy that the law was considered a lib-
eral and tolerant legislative initiative. This was the inter-
pretation given especially by the Romanian press and
the speciality literature. The minorities challenged the
law initiated by Minister Anghelescu in what concerned
the allocation of funds, the restrictions on the usage of
certain books, maps, and manuscripts banned by the
Ministry of Education, the interdiction to benefit from
external financial assistance.
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The law of school graduation passed in March 27,
1925 had both short- and long-term effects on the mi-
nority educational system in general and on the de-
nominational one, in particular. The law specified the
obligation to pass the graduation exam in the Romanian
language in order to issue a state diploma or some other
document testifying the graduation of the secondary
school. The law caused a high incidence of school fail-
ure among the minority pupils. According to statistics,
70-80% of the candidates failed their exams in the first
yeat.”®

The legislative frame was also valid for the Hungar-
ian Catholic education, later modified by the laws of
1928 and 1939.

The network of the Roman-Catholic schools under-
went essential changes after the Great Union (1918).
Following the provisions of the Peace Treaties, the
state schools in Transylvania were integrated within the
Romanian school system. The pupils from 1,318 state
schools with Hungarian as the teaching language chose
to attend the 755 Hungarian denominational schools.”’
The situation would have been acceptable if the num-
ber of denominational schools had been increased.
Both the Romanian legislative system and the lack of
political will had hindered this process. A further factor
was the refusal by most schoolteachers to take the oath
as required by the Romanian authorities.

In the years following the Union of 1918, the Hun-
garian churches established 403 elementary schools, of
which 61 Roman-Catholic, 33 public schools, 7 second-
ary schools, 7 commercial secondary schools, 4
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pedagogic schools, and 1 pedagogic secondary school.?®
This engaged an important financial effort on the part
of both the Hungarian minority and the attending
churches. Even the Minister of Public Instruction, C.
Anghelescu, appreciated the effort. Starting with the
1919-1920 school year, the denominational schools in-
cluded in their syllabus subjects which were national in
character: Romanian language and literature, the Geog-
raphy and History of Romania. At the time of the Di-
rectory Council, the school policy undertook to incor-
porate the specificity of the Transylvanian society and
the history of the educational system in this part of the
country, the denominational schools included.” After
the revocation of the Directory Council, this distinctive
situation was ignored. In sharp contrast, the educational
system was gradually centralised. The Hungarian educa-
tional system in Transylvania was subordinated to the
Ministry of the Public Instruction, whose policies dif-
fered radically from those of the Directory Council.
The Ministry and the authorities in Bucharest envisaged
an increase in the number of public schools.

The Roman Catholic education proceeded differ-
ently during the inter-war period as compared to the
pre-war period when the Roman Catholic Church held
a dominant position within the state. The vast Austro-
Hungarian Empire was prevailingly Catholic. After-
wards, the Roman Catholics of Great Romania became
citizens of an Orthodox country with a nationally
dominant Orthodox Church. This affected the denomi-
national educational system of the other Churches in
spite of the promise made by Onisifor Ghibu, the lead-
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ing anti-Catholic, to safeguard the rights of the educa-
tional systems other than in the Romanian language.
“There will be absolute freedom and everyone will have
the right to set up as many schools as they wish”.”" In
January 1922, the Minister of Instruction promised that
there would be no actions to repeal the Hungarian
schools and the authorities would not interfere with the
internal issues of these schools, for the government was
tully aware of the importance of their educational sys-
tem.

The measures undertaken by the government, how-
ever, were the opposite. A language certificate was re-
quired of the teachers belonging to the minorities. The
Hungarian teachers did not benefit from funds allotted
to teachers belonging to other educational systems.
There was no retirement program for teachers at the
denominational schools, and there was an interdiction
to enrol pupils of nationalities other than Hungarian.
The seminaries were under the obligation to use Roma-
nian as the language of teaching. These provisions
drafted by C. Anghelescu led to serious protests on the
part of the non-Orthodox Church representatives, who
petitioned the Minister and King Ferdinand.”!

On December 24, 1923, the representatives of the
minority churches held a meeting at Alba Iulia in order
to promote such actions as would ensure the function-
ing of the denominational schools. At the proposal of
Majlath Gusztav Karoly, the Roman Catholic bishop,
they decided to require a hearing by the Minister. Min-
ister Anghelescu considered the initiative belated, for all
the measures taken by the Romanian State sought to se-
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cure the learning of the official language and to hinder
the process of de-nationalisation.”> Moreover, the situa-
tion of the denominational schools was aggravated by
the obligation to take the degree examination in Roma-
nian. This led to 70-80% failure.

There was much hope about an improvement in the
functioning of the denominational schools, when the
Liberal Government was replaced by the National
Peasant Party Government. It was believed that the
NPP Government under the leadership of Iuliu Maniu
would try to find a solution to the problem, which,
however, was left unchanged with the exception of
funding.” If we examine the figures, we will see that
from 1919 to 1924, 2,289 public Hungarian educational
institutions were repealed. These were elementary
schools, public schools, secondary schools, pedagogical

schools and commercial schools. It was estimated that
after World War I there were 330,000 Hungarian chil-
dren eligible for school in the United Territories,
Transylvania and Banat. It was for the Hungarian
churches to provide the education for these children.
Over a period of some years, the churches set up 403
new elementary schools, of which 61 were Roman
Catholic. The number of the Lutheran and Unitarian
schools also increased when the Roman Catholic
Church underwent financial difficulties.”

The following table shows the history of schools in
Transylvania:

Table 1. Sponsors of elementary schools in
Transylvania

Apparently, the situation of the Hungarian denomi-
national schools was even worse than that of the Ro-

St Nimber of Hungarian elementary schogls Difference
in1913/14 in 1932/33 Abs. Value | Percentage

Roman Catholic Church 386 297 -89 -23.1%
Reformed Church 334 483 149 44.6%
Unitarian Church 28 36 8 28.6%
Evangelic Church 7 6 -1 -14.3%
Israelite Church 31 =31 =-100.0%
Greek Catholic Church 49 -49 -100,0%
Denominational (total) 835 822 -13 -1.6%
Public 1318 319 -999 -75.8%
Community 284 -284 -100.0%
Private 50 -50 -100,0%
Total Hungarian

2487 1141 -1346 -54.1%
elementary schools

JSRI e No.3/Winter 2002

123



manian denominational schools in these provinces

prior to 1914. In 1914 there was 1 Romanian school to ¢ Confestonale & Public = CDI’I‘JI‘I‘]]_lnit}‘ .Pﬁvate‘
1,007 Romanian inhabitants, while according to the

census of 1930 there was 1 denominational school to 3000

1,047 Hungarian residents in Romania.” .
From 1930 to 1931, there were 76,255 children en- | =200 7

rolled in the denominational schools out of a total of 2000 -

180,029. This represented 42.4% of the overall number.

The causes were varied: families with financial difficul- 1500 A

ties, limited possibilities for the churches, or the enrol- __
ment of many Hungarian children in public Romanian 1000 - }ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ}' %&%&%&1‘_
schools. Romanian surveys of the period showed that 500 +—

in the 1927 school year there were 838 denominational e

schools registering 89,421 pupils: 49,841 were of Hun- 0 il T

garian nationality and 25,978 were Roman Catholics. In in1913/14 in1937/33

1932, 53,9% of the pupils enrolled in elementary de-
nominational schools were Calvinists, 42,3% Roman
Catholics, and 2,9% Lutherans. The decrease in num-
ber was explicable due to the waning finances of the
Catholic school sponsors. The Roman Catholic Church
was severely affected by the 1921 agricultural reform.

Figure 1. The number of elementary Hungarian
schools in Transylvania.

Look at the following table comparing the categories of
pupils and schools by counties®:
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Public nursery schools with Romanian as the teach-
14 W06 ing language
228 —=——1=93 Elementary public schools with Romanian as the
: teaching language
‘/’ 1134, Elementary public schools with Hungarian as the
16,9 teaching language

Denominational nursery schools
%142 In Roman Catholic schools
In Calvinist/Lutheran schools

mosl”

In Unitarian schools

BI1E203EA M5 687 3‘ In Evangelic schools

Figure 2. The number of pupils enrolled in elemen-
tary schools in Romania 1930/31.

Table 2. Distribution of pupils of the elementary
denominational and public schools compared to the de-
nominational affiliation of the Hungarian population.

Denominational affiliation of the In 1930/31 in In 193
Denomination Hungarian population public schools | denomin
1910 % 1927 % Elevi % Elevi

Reformed 688205| 47,9 722552| 48,8 42750 41,2 40753
Roman-Catholic 642858| 44,6| 643512 43,5/ 50625| 48,8 31980
Unitarian 68125 4,7 70003 4,6 5823 57 2187
Hungarian Evangelic 40114 2,8 45378 3,1 4464 4,3 660
Total Hungarian Church 1439302 100,0( 1481445| 100,0{ 103662 100| 75580
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Table 3. Elementary Hungarian denominational
schools in Transylvania in 1932

Roman Catholic Reformed Unitarian ngarian Evange ngarian Den

81 8lc |88l 7 |88l I88|Z|8]|8&
Albade Jos 9 12 3501 22| 33| 1242 31 45
Arad 12| 17| 1046 9 17 944 21 34
Bihor 38| 65| 3269| 55|116/ 6889 1| 1| 26] 94| 182
Brasov 5/ 15| 637 6] 11 578 5 13| 634 16| 39
Caras 3 6] 246 1 2 115 4 8
Ciuc 47| 126| 7015 47| 126
Clyj 12| 34| 1419] 33| 50| 2286 3| 5| 245 48 89
Fagaras 1 3 81 2l 3 109 3 6
Hunedoara 13| 26| 1223| 11| 17 697 24| 43
Maramures 4 6 329 2[ 5 274 6 11
Mures-Turda 26| 49| 2465] 102| 150 8431| 13| 14| 591 141| 213
Bistrita-Nasaud 3 5/ 285 71 8 381 10 13
Odorhei 33| 69| 4197 23| 35| 1998] 7| 10| 422 63| 114
Salaj 23| 53| 2947|] 69|111| 6802 92| 164
Satu-Mare 15| 38| 2009 43| 57| 3080 58/ 95
Severin 1] 2 83 1 2
Sibiu 2 8 303 3 6 329 5 14
Solnoc-Dabaca 5[ 11| 436] 28| 41| 1871 33] 52
Tarnava Mare 5 9] 442 71 14 623 12 23
Tarnava Mica 8 9| 443] 27| 36| 1604 5| 9| 399 40( 54
Timis 9] 20| 879 4/ 8 380 13| 28
Trei Scune 20 37| 1682 19| 28| 1113 5| 11| 393 44 76
Turda- Aries 4 6] 250 9] 19 924 3| 3| 137 16| 28
Total 297| 624| 31953] 483| 769| 40753| 36| 52| 2187 6| 14|660| 822| 1459
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Table 4. Public schools with Hungarian as the
teaching language (1918-1927)

1918 1919 1927
Public 66 21 3
Community 19 12
Cathalic 25 46 27
Reformed 3 20 7
Unitarian 2
Lutheran 2 1
|gadite 3 3
TOTAL 116 106 38

The tables show that the majority of the Catholic
schools were located in counties such as Ciuc, Odothei,
Mures-Turda, that is, in the regions populated by
Szeklers, yet there were many elementary Catholic
schools which had also functioned in the Western re-
gions of the country. The dissemination area of these
schools was closely related to the dissemination of the
Hungarian population, particularly to the denomina-
tional affiliation of the communities.

The secondary education was characterised by great
diversity in schools and the fluctuating number of pu-
pils. This type of instruction played an extremely im-
portant role in forming an elite, and this is precisely
how the Hungarian elite had formed between the
World Wars. This system had also safeguarded the na-
tional identity. According to statistical data, there were
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27 pedagogic schools in Hungarian in Transylvania in
1918, whereas in 1928 there were as few as 8 left. In
1918, 13 out of the total number of pedagogic schools
belonged to the Roman Catholic denominational edu-
cation, whereas by 1928 there had remained only 5: 1
pedagogic school for boys in Miercurea- Ciuc, 1
pedagogic school for girls in Sibiu, 1 for nursery school
teachers in Oradea, 1 pedagogic school for girls in
Oradea, and 1 pedagogic school in Satu-Mare. The
pedagogic school of Miercurea-Ciuc functioned at
*umuleu Ciuc until 1923, and was the most important
educational institution qualifying teachers for the de-
nominational schools and deacons for the Roman
Catholic churches.”

The survey data for this type of schools point out
that, in Transylvania, there were 4 schools qualifying
Hungarian teachers, of which 2 were Roman Catholic,
1 Calvinist, and 1 Lutheran, in the 1926-1927 school
year. 307 pupils were enrolled in 4 pedagogic schools
for boys: 119 Catholics, 76 Calvinists, 110 Lutherans,
and 2 Unitarians. There were also 9 pedagogic schools
enrolling 601 girls, of which 195 were Roman Catholic.
The Hungarian churches were in charge with the ad-
ministration of the maintenance of the pedagogic
school.?®

The Public Schools were of utmost importance for
the educational system as they addressed the lower
middle class bourgeoisie. These schools trained the pu-
pils in the basic scientific and practical knowledge. Ac-
cording to the above-mentioned data, in the 1926-1927
school year there were 9 denominational public
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schools, of which 2 were Roman Catholic. Most impor-  of which 46 were Roman Catholic.”
tantly, just prior to the war, public schools totalled 106,

SCHOOLS TEACHERS PUPILS
Nnumber | % Number | % Number [ %
Secondary Schools
Roman Catholic 9 50,0 178 493 2381 48.2
Reformed 7 39.0 144 39.9 2194 44.4
Unitarian 2 11,0 39 10,8 366 7.4
Total 18 100.0 36l 100.0 4941 100.0]
Schools
Roman Catholic 26 76.5 195 T4.8 2835 75,8
Reformed i 20.6 36 21.4 817 21.8
Unitarian 1 2.9 10 i 89 2.4
Total 34 100.0 261 100.0 3741 100.,0]
Pedagogic Schools
Roman Catholic 5 TL4 54 62,0 278 48.0
Reformed 2 28.6 i3 38.0 294 514
Total 7 100.0 87 100.0 572 1000}
Comme rcial Colle ges
Roman Catholic Fi 50,0 20 52.6 242 53.9
Reformed 2 50.0 138 47.4 207 46,1
Total 4 100,00 38 100.0 449 1000
Elementary schools
Roman Catholic 280 342 537 38.3 22557 36.5
BG786| 6-11 ani
Reformed 495 60,5 747 53.3 36488 39.01
92908 6-11 ani
Unitarian 37 4.5 92 6.6 2096 i3
9198] 6-11 am
Lutheran 6 0.8 25 1.8 707 1,2
54151 6-11 am
Total 818 100.0 1401 100.0 61848 100.0]
194307 6-11 am
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The year 1919 was a turning point in the existence
of the secondary schools. This was the year in which
the authorities abolished the teaching in Hungarian lan-
guage in 11 of such institutions. In the school year
1926-27 there were 25 secondary schools — denomina-
tional secondary schools for boys, of which 10 were
Roman Catholic. The number of pupils enrolled was
4,373, of which 2,523 were Roman Catholics. There
were also 5 secondary schools - denominational sec-
ondary schools for girls, of which 4 were Roman
Catholic. The number of Catholic girls enrolled was
622.%

The Hungarian commercial schools with tradition
had ceased to exist. The three commercial colleges in
Timisoara, Orastie and Tarnaveni were extremely im-
portant for the Roman Catholic community of
Transylvania.*!

The following table illustrates the situation:

Table 5. (see previous page) Centralised data on the
denominational schools in 1928*

As shown by our analysis, the Roman Catholic de-
nominational education was confronted by serious
problems between the World Wars. This type of educa-
tion was specific for the Transylvanian region. The gen-
eral impact of the process of unification and
centralisation the Romanian authorities had embarked
upon also affected the Roman Catholic denominational
school system from a juridical, institutional and eco-
nomic perspective, alike.
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